MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

Some report of Hisham that he described the object which
he worshipped as seven spans [measured] by his own span,
as if he had measured him according to human measure-
ment, since in the majority of cases man is seven spans by
his own span.

Abu-al-Hudhail in one of his books says that he met
Hisham ibn-al-Hakam in Mecca near the mount of abu-
Kubaisx and asked him which of the two was greater, the
being he worshipped or this mountain. He answered,
pointing to it: " The mountain towers above him, the ex-
alted, i. e. verily the mountain is greater than he." 2

Ibn-al-Rawandi relates in one of his books about Hisham
that he said: " There is a likeness between Allah and bodies
that can be felt in some way; if this were not so? they would
not point to Him."

Al-Jahiz, in one of his books, says about Hisham: that he
said that Allah knows what is under the earth only by means
of the rays that come from him and penetrate to the depths
of the earth. And they said, unless his rays touched what
was behind the moving bodies, he would not have seen what
is behind it, nor would he have known about it. Abu-'Isa
al-Warrak said in his book that some of Hisham's compan-
ions answered him that Allah touches his throne, but is not
separate from it; nor is the throne separate from him. It
is also reported that Hisham, in addition to his error con-
cerning the Taulild [unity], erred concerning the attributes
of Allah. He changed the opinion that Allah does not cease
knowing things, claiming that he knows things after not
having known them, through knowledge, and that knowl-
edge is one of his attributes, not identical with him, nor is
it anything other than he, nor is it a part of him. He said,

1 The highest in the range around Mecca.    De Goeje, Bibliotheca
Geographorum Arabicorum, vol. vii, p. 314.

2 Friedlander, ibid., vol. xxix, p. 27.
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